
What is IB? 

Mission statement: The International 
Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable, and caring young people who 
help to create a better and more peaceful world 
through intercultural understanding and respect. 
To this end, the organization works with schools,                                                                                            
governments, and international organizations to 
develop challenging programmes of international 
education and rigorous assessment.                                                                                          
These programmes encourage students across 
the world to become active, compassionate, and 
lifelong learners who understand that other 
people, with their differences, can also be right. 

The IB programme emphasizes the study of a 
broad and balanced range of knowledge 
opportunities for in-depth study real life 
application of learning issues of global concern                                                          
higher level thinking skills constructive inquiry 
and research engaging classroom and 
independent student work and community 
service.                     

o The IB programme is offered at 3,286 
schools in 141 countries worldwide.      

o There are 14 schools in Illinois which 
offer IB.  

o Richwoods High School is the only IB 
location in the state south of I-80. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the IB program or to 
apply, contact Travis Bowlby, IB Coordinator at 
Richwoods High School: 
 
(309) 550-7611 or travis.bowlby@psd150.org 

Or visit: www.psd150.org/rhsib 
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Why IB? 

When you enroll in the IB programme at 
Richwoods you will become immersed among                                                                     
many other highly motivated and academically 
focused students. Your classes will be 
challenging, but you will find a great sense of 
personal and academic achievement when you 
meet these high standards. The ultimate goal of 
the Richwoods IB student is to gain entry to, and 
excel in, a highly regarded college or university. 
Not only will the programme well prepare you for 
the rigors of higher education, but also afford 
students the opportunity to enter college with 
many hours of college credit! Although the 
amount of credit one can earn varies from 
institution to institution, almost every college and 
university in the U.S. (and many around the 
world) recognize IB courses for credit.  

Some of the prestigious institutions attended by 
recent Richwoods IB graduates include: 
Harvard, Princeton, West Point, Dartmouth, the 

U.S. Naval Academy, New York University,                                                                  
and the University of Illinois. 

Just because IB students take a full slate of high 
level courses doesn’t mean                                                                                          
that there is no time for other activities. 
Richwoods IB students can be involved                                                                                   
in all sports, clubs, and other activities available 
at the school.   

 

IB Curriculum        

Students officially begin the IB Diploma 
Programme in their junior year. During their 
freshmen and sophomore years, they will be 
enrolled as pre-IB students. In the preparatory 
programme, students take a challenging slate                                                                     
of enriched and weighted courses. They will also 
get involved and become acquainted with the IB 
student lifestyle through various activities. 

At the beginning of their junior year, students will 
begin the full diploma programme. They will be 
required to take six subjects from each of the 
following areas: language and literature, a 
second language, experimental sciences, the 
arts, mathematics, and individuals and societies.                                                                             
In addition, diploma candidates write a research-
based extended essay, complete a theory of 
knowledge course, and perform 150 hours of                                                                                     
creativity, action, and service (CAS).  

The IB Diploma programme is modeled by a 
hexagon with six academic areas surrounding 
the three core requirements. 

 

 

IB Classes Offered 

English   

Higher Level Mathematics    

Math Studies   

Biology     

20th Century World Studies   

History of the Americas  

Theory of Knowledge     

Pre-IB Economics   

Pre-IB Government 

Psychology  

Physics 

Chemistry  

Spanish  

Music  

Art  

French  

Anthropology 

Film 

 


